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Efforts to improve air quality still in early stages

4By Mariah Noble
editor-in-chief

Air quality in Cache Valley
was recorded in recent years
as some of the worst in the
nation, and the season for
that bad air has once again
arrived.
With winter in the valley
comes inversion, a condition
where air close to the ground
is cooler than the air above it.
In this specific region, inversions are a problem because
that cool air, along with emissions generated in the valley,
is locked in by warmer air
above and the surrounding
mountains on all sides. The
trapping of pollutants creates
a visible haze recognized by
locals.
“Really we’re talking about a
handful of days in the winter,”
said Amy Christensen, deputy
director of communications

for the Utah Department of
Environmental Quality, “and
really what we’re talking
about is that haze.”
She said generally a storm
is what flushes out harmful
air and restores clean air.
Emissions found in the
haze generate particles called
PM2.5s. Rebecca Giles, manager of the Utah Department
of Health Asthma Program,
said a PM2.5 creates a problem “because it’s such a small
particle that it’s inhaled deeper inside the lungs.”
She said bigger particulates
can be caught by nose hairs
and cilia. They are removed
from the body, often by sneezing or coughing.
Giles said PM2.5s, however, are too small to be caught
by cilia.
“It goes deeper into the
lungs and does damage there,”
she said.
However, Tylar Glenn,

a senior majoring in public
health, said the campus health
and wellness center doesn’t
see an increase of sickness
from inversions in winter.
“We see slightly more
upper respiratory infections,
but that’s because it’s cold and
flu season anyway,” Glenn
said. “But it’s not necessarily
attributed to air quality.”
Jared Day, a senior majoring in finance and economics,
moved to Logan when he was
10 years old. He said the issue
of air quality has existed for as
long as he can remember.
“For school on bad air days,
we couldn’t have recess, and
we’d have to play inside,” Day
said.
Staying indoors on days
when the air quality is particularly poor is a general health
precaution.
Jill Parker, public relations
director for Bear River Health
Department, said there’s an

app called Utah Air, making it
possible for residents to check
their local air quality at the
click of a button.
“I think it’s important
for everyone in Utah to own
the air quality problem,”
Christensen said. “They
should ask themselves what
they can do to make things
better.”
She said small changes
could make a big difference,
but Day said he feels like residents have gotten used to the
idea of having bad air days.
“Now it’s not as much of a
scare. It’s just kind of a part
of life to realize that there are
bad air days,” Day said. “In
my personal opinion, I don’t
think it’s a huge deal. I mean,
everyone needs to be aware
and avoid driving or being out
in the air on bad days, but
overall I don’t think it needs
to be a big deal.”
Cody Lutz, a senior major-

ing in environmental and
natural resource economics,
offered his opinion as to why
people who live in Cache
Valley may not be concerned.
“Maybe (it’s not as important) in the public eye because
it’s not new and groundbreaking,” Lutz said, “but I think as
far as local and state governments, they’re still working on
it, finding ways to fix it.”
Christensen said trapped
emissions in the haze are
often generated by automobiles and sometimes by industry.
She said a state-wide concern is the growing population in Utah and greater emissions caused by more cars on
the road.
In response to that concern,
the Cache County Council
voted for mandatory emissions testing in the Valley
last year and charged Bear
River Health Department

with implementing that process in 2014. This fall, USU
also implemented an emissions-testing program for the
vehicles of those who have
on-campus parking passes.
Carpooling or using alternative forms of transportation, such as walking, riding
bicycles or riding the bus, can
also help reduce emissions.
Randy Park, manager of
planning and marketing for
Cache Valley Transit District,
said part of their mission
statement is to “directly support improvements to air
quality.”
“We’re in the business for
mass transportation,” Park
said. “In last two years, we’ve
been averaging 2 million
rides. It translates to about 40
people per hour — for every
hour we operate, we carry 40
people on average. When you

jSee AIR, Page 5
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Discussion group name more inclusive after change
4By Chris Campbell
senior writer

Utah State University’s
chapter of I Am That Girl, a
group for women to discuss
various issues which started
in October, will now be more
inclusive.
Sheree Haggan, the faculty
adviser of the group, who could
only be reached by email this
week, wrote that the primary
meeting for the chapter will be
called “I Am That Person.”
“We titled it I Am That
Person so that all people feel
welcome and they don’t feel
it’s limited to people who
self-identify as a girl,” Haggan
wrote.
Ashley Brown, I Am That
Girl council member and leader of I Am That Person, said
the purpose of I Am That Girl
was to address issues that are
important to women, and I
Am That Person will be topics
relevant to everyone.
“We’re bringing up topics
and discussions that every person can get involved with and
participate in,” Brown said.
Brown said the first meet-

Annie Hall photo
SHEREE HAGGAN SPEAKS at an “I Am That Girl” meeting in October. Haggan is
the faculty advisor for the new group called “I Am That Person.”

ing, which will be at 5:30 p.m.
on Thursday in room 507 of
the University Inn, will be a
discussion about sexual identi-

ty and gender roles.
Sandra Martinez, a junior
majoring in sociology who
does marketing work for the

club, said a transgender, a pansexual and an intersex person
will talk about their experiences during the meeting.

She said there will also be
some paper ginger bread dolls
on which people will write how
they self-identify.
“It’s gonna be really great,”
Martinez said. “I’m excited.”
Haggan said the topic of
sexual identity and gender stereotypes is appropriate for the
first meeting because it will
show that the group wants
to include everyone, not just
those who identify as man or
woman.
“Even if we advertised for
men and women, we still
would not be all-inclusive,”
Haggan wrote. “It is pertinent
that we recognize that there
are people who do not identify
one way or the other, and they
need to be included as well.”
Brown said sexual identity
and gender roles are not the
only things that will be discussed in upcoming meetings.
“Sometimes it’s going to
be about race. Sometimes it’s
going to be about body image.
Other times it can be about the
role of social media and how it
identifies people,” Brown said.
Brown said the club will give
people who live different life-

styles a chance to talk about
their issues in an environment
with supportive people.
“I think it’s just really
important that people understand that there’s a group out
there that no matter who you
are, how you identify yourself,
you’re always going to feel welcome and included in whatever
we do,” Brown said.
For other people, it’s an
opportunity to get to know
people who act and live differently.
“I think it’s important
because it helps you grow as a
person, and it also opens your
eyes to see the diversity that’s
out there,” Brown said.
Haggan said the club can be
beneficial to anyone with an
open mind and who is open to
being vulnerable.
“I think everybody can
benefit in some way,” Haggan
said. “Even those with a more
closed mind have to learn from
something that the world is a
lot bigger and full of beautiful
diversity that falls outside of
their area of understanding.”

— topherwriter@gmail.com
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Server hack affects
45 USU webpages
4By Brenna Kelly
staff writer

Utah State University servers were hacked Friday
night by what is believed
to be a professional hacker
group called “AnonGhost.”
According to USU IT, the
hack only lasted about 45
minutes, and all affected
webpages are now
operational.

“We had
a
pretty
good
r e s p o n s e ,”
said Regan
Zane, professor
of electrical and
computer engineering, whose
department was
among the hacked webpages. “We recognized
almost immediately when
we were hacked.”
USU IT security team
member Miles Johnson
said only webpages were
affected, and the university’s underlying operating system was left intact.
USU IT is still trying to
understand how the serv-

er was
compro mised.
There were approximately 45 websites which
had the default index page

replaced with a propaganda index file. The sites
for Aggie Radio and the
American Anthropological
Association Children and

Tweets of the Week

Childhood Interest Group
were deleted, but were
backed up and have since
been restored. The university’s Power Electronics

Lab (UPEL) site was completely subverted.
“It’s always something
you worry about (because)
it happens all the time,”

said Kevin Kennedy, a
student who manages
the UPEL webpage. “It’s
a known problem with
it, and we installed the
update. That’s really the
only thing we can do.
There’s no way to completely guard against it.”
The affected servers
were defaced with ISIS
propaganda and a message, which was addressed
“To All Governments.”
The message said that
governments are failing
to uphold human rights
and called government
officials “organized criminals.”
A male voice recited the
Qu’ran, speaking in the
classical, or Koranic, standard dialect. Background
images of the websites
included ISIS f lags and
symbols as well as the
group’s signature skull
graphic.
Although the message

jSee HACK, Page 5

Campaign bus comes to USU

@KidKova
If I had a dollar for every global warming joke I heard today, I could
pay next semester’s tuition. #Aggiestrife
@hilarannwebb
I feel like based on the number of hours of studying that were sacrificed for that game, we should have won. #aggiestrife #aggienation
@leotorresreyes
Shoutout to everyone who’s getting through dead week by take various
naps throughout the day and not getting a full night’s rest #aggielife
@DS_Elliot
If my finals don’t kill me the stairs in Old Main will. #aggielife
#aggiestrife
@cleverNike
It’s harder getting to the library then actually studying for the test.
#aggiestrife #aggieprobs #usuparking

Jeffrey Dahdah photo
A CAMPAIGN BUS FOR HILLARY CLINTON visited Utah State University’s
campus on Wednesday. The grassroots campaign is traveling the country taking
donations 98 percent of which are under $100.

Aimless in college
Recent studies by the
U.S. Department of Education have shown that
the average college student accumulates 138.4
credits before graduating, a number significantly greater than the 120
credits necessary for a
bachelor’s degree.
Furthermore, students
are taking nearly six years
to do it. The costs of tuition, fees, room and board
for these extra years in
school can total thousands
of dollars, not to mention
the opportunity cost of
not being in the workforce.
The problem, I believe,
is a lack of direction. How
many of us came to college not knowing what
we want to major in? Furthermore, how many of us
were told that that’s OK,
either by a parent or by
someone else who’s gone
before us? “Oh, there’s
plenty of time to figure
that out,” they say. I understand that we often say
this in order to calm each
other down in moments
of worry, but if it lulls us
into a false sense of security, we could end up wasting great amounts of time
and effort.
“Backward design” is
currently a very prevalent
concept in both academia
and in the business world.
Backward design holds
that one should first determine the results desired in
an undertaking and then

Levi Henrie
Money
talks

identify the methods that
will help to achieve them.
You may have unknowingly seen it when professors put course objectives
first on their syllabus with
the schedule following afterwards. Business professionals are also known to
employ backward design
when setting goals. First
they set long-term goals,
and then they set shortterm goals that can help
them reach the long-term
goals.
However, as college
students, we don’t employ
the same techniques as
the professors that teach
us or the business professionals that many of us
aspire to be. Too often we
seem to be comfortable
putting our time, money
and effort toward shortterm goals that don’t have
a clearly-defined, longterm vision behind them.
Years ago, this strategy may have worked; the
economy of yesteryear
was friendly to college
graduates. By simply being
literate and having a gen-

eral knowledge of how
the world works, one
could become a highly
attractive job candidate
regardless of career field.
These days, we’re almost all literate. If you
simply want to be more
educated but don’t care
about gaining a specialized skill, you don’t need
college to accomplish
this.
You can buy kindle.
You can also immerse
yourself in the infinite pool
of information we know as
the internet. Paying a university $50,000 or more
to give you something that
you could’ve found for
free online is not the wisest investment.
These days, most good
jobs entail having a specialized skill. Committing
yourself to study and practice one of these skills in
college typically implies
forethought about the career it may lead you to.
While I understand the
good intentions of those
who calmingly tell us that
there’s plenty of time and
we shouldn’t worry, for
two years worth of expenses I think that identifying a career plan and
then striving to reach it as
efficiently as possible is a
worry well worth my time.
— Levi is a sophomore
majoring in economics
and international studies
from St. George, Utah. He
can be contacted at levi.
henrie@aggiemail.usu.edu.
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STUDENT LIFE
4By Alyssa Hawkins
staff writer

After raising more than $8,000 sales for orphans with Down
syndrome through sold-out ticket sales, Alpha Tau Omega will
host the third annual Starry Night Christmas concert Friday
and Saturday.
“It’ll be the highlight of your Christmas, perhaps second to
Christmas morning itself,” said Tiernan Thorley,
a freshman majoring in geology.
As the production’s stage manager and member of ATO, Thorley played a key role in coordinating the fraternity’s anticipated musical event
of which all proceeds go to Racing for Orphans
with Down Syndrome (RODS).
“One of the brothers in ATO knows Brady
Murray, the man who started the (RODS) organization,” Thorley said.
RODS is an organization that helps find families for children with Down syndrome who have
been abandoned.
“Every Greek
organization
has a philanthropic focus
or specific charity that they
usually donate
to if they have
the chance,”
Thorley said.
“It is cool for
us to have the
opportunity
to help such a
great cause, but
it makes it a little extra special
when you personally know
one of the beneficiaries.”
The RODS
Racing Team
has
participated in hundreds of races
throughout
the
world,
“whether it’s a
5K, marathon,
sprint triathlon
or full Ironman distance,
we race for the
cause of helping these children find a home,”
according to RodsRacing.org.
Through these races and donations from supporters such as ATO, the organization raised
tens of thousands of dollars for orphans with
Down syndrome this year alone.
“Last year was the first time we worked with our charity organization,” said Anna Thorley, a senior studying broadcast
journalism who is in charge of the music for the program.
“Now that they have been involved and have seen our show
and we’ve been able to give a hefty donation to them last year,
they are so, so excited to be a part of the show.”
In years past, the event lasted a single night. Because of the
concert’s popularity, this year’s event was extended to two

nights.
“We had a really positive response in years past, so we decided to expand to two nights,” said Mark Allred, a freshman
member of ATO majoring in finance and marketing. “Along
those lines, we upgraded the venue to the Caine Performance
Hall, which we think is the best location for this event.” Allred
is the director of finance and marketing for Starry Night.
At last year’s Starry Night performance, ATO raised a little

There will also be some new features added to the concert
this year.
“Our efforts have doubled this year,” Anna said. “We decided to do the show for two nights instead of just one, and we are
hoping to sell out this year. Because we’ve set our expectations
so high with hopes to fill both nights, we have put together a
killer program to do it justice.”
Tickets to both nights of the concert sold out Tuesday.
Musical performances this year will feature students studying music at Utah State University as well as some professional musicians
from around the state.
“One of my favorite parts about the concert is how many different types of music will
be represented,” Tiernan said. “There are some
jazzy numbers, a blues number, a banjo-fiddle
duet, some classical-sounding stuff as well as
contemporary.”
Program organizers selected a variety
of musical acts in order to satisfy a mixture of
genres.
“When we
were setting
up the program, we were
very
picky
with who we
would allow
to
participate,” Tiernan said, “not
only because
we wanted
the quality
of the music
to be exceptional
but
also because
we wanted to
keep it diverse
and interesting.”
The concert is family
friendly but
excludes admission of
children under the age of
eight, as it’s a
semi-formal
event.
“The performance
is about two
hours
long
with
a
10-minute
intermission,”
Kylee Larsen photos
Tiernan
said.
“It
moves
really
fast
and changes
Mikayla Kapp design
in
dynamics
from
song
to
song,
so
we’ll keep
Pictured: Josey Hill (top), Lindsey James (left),
even non-musical personalities interested and
Ian Thorley (right) and Patrick Hill (bottom).
wanting more when it is over.”
The concert will be held at the USU Caine
over $2,400, but this year the fraternity members had a larger Performance Hall. The performances begin at 7 p.m. will run
goal in mind.
on Dec. 5 and 6.
“At first we thought we would double that because we were
“With a smaller, intimate setting and excellent acoustics,
doing two nights instead of one, so we thought $5,000,” Tier- the lineup of musicians will sound even better, and the whole
nan said. “At one of the meetings we had with Brady Murray experience will be spectacular,” Allred said.
and the RODS organization, he told us that we had something
bigger and better than we realized. He suggested we raise our
— alyssa.hawkins@aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @_alyssahawkins
sights, and now our goal donation is $15,000.”

Oh, starry
nights

ATO hosts annual charity concert

How not to be
a jerk to retail
workers during
the holidays

Dashing through the zoo

Thakary Minson photo

Reindeer Trek brings Christmas cheer to Willow Park

4By Miranda Lorenc
senior writer

Move over Rudolf, it’s time
for the second annual Willow
Park Zoo Reindeer Trek.
On Saturday, the zoo will
host the final day of the trek
from 12 p.m. until 8 p.m.
“They have a Santa so the
kids can come tell Santa what
they want,” said Lindsey Hansen, a junior majoring in biology and a reindeer handler at

the zoo. “They can come see
the reindeer, see a bunch of
the other animals that are on
display. It’s a really good, fun
family event.”
Prices are $4 for adults and
$2.50 for children. Toddlers
under the age of three get in
free.
“We’re going to have reindeer out, and our reindeer are
tame enough that kids are going to be able to come up and
pet them,” said Barbara Tew,

the zoo’s education director.
Reindeer Zima and Nanook
are local residents; they were
donated to the zoo two years
ago. At the event, they are led
around the park and displayed
so visitors can interact with
them.
“I’ve had a lot of people stop
and take pictures with Nanook
and want to pet him.” Hansen
said.
In addition to the reindeer
and Santa, the zoo also has

Christmas displays in the education building and a target
game in the central area.
“We’re also doing hot chocolate and cookies, and then
you’ll get the zoo as well at the
same time,” Tew said.
Willow Park Zoo was founded originally in 1970 as a bird
sanctuary and was owned
by the city until three years
ago when the zoo became its

jSee REINDEER, Page 5

What a certain Christmas song calls “the
most wonderful time of the year” is the
same time that fills retail employees with
dread. Their nightmares consist of packed
parking lots, never-ending lines, cranky
shoppers and children who find the most
obnoxious-sounding toy in the entire store
and decide to squeak it for half an hour.
All of the above happened during my
shift on Black Friday last week.
I, like many students at Utah State, work
retail on top of attending school. Most
students
in
retail can tell
you that jugWhitney Howard
gling a busy
work schedule
with finals and
holiday obliReal
gations is no
easy task.
talk
Many of you
will probably
find yourself
in a store at
some
point
this
month.
In said store,
you’ll
most
certainly
be
helped by someone with a name tag. Here
is how not to be a jerk to that person.
The first tip is to treat this person like a
human being. This seems to be a foreign
concept to many, especially those with an
entitled customer mentality. Keep in mind
that your average retail employee is there
during holidays and weekends, working
many more days and hours than the rest
of the year. A smile and a genuine “thank

jSee RETAIL, Page 5
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The streak ends

Kylee Larsen photo
ABOVE: COACH STEW MORRILL LOOKS ON in in the Spectrum as his team
battles against BYU. ABOVE RIGHT: JOJO MCGLASTON REACTS to fouling
out. RIGHT: CHRIS SMITH DRIVES to the basket and takes a shot as Sean Harris watches from outside.

4By Logan Jones
asst. sports editor

Utah State’s 29-game winning streak against
in-state teams ended Tuesday against BYU.
Lead by senior guard Tyler Haws’ 35 points,
the Cougars dealt the Aggies just their second
home loss to a team from Utah under head coach
Stew Morrill in his entire history with the team.
The game wasn’t without its bright spots for
the Aggies, as junior guard Chris Smith filled the
stat line with 25 points on seven-of-10 shooting,
including three for five from beyond the arc.
Smith added three rebounds, four assists and
one steal, all while hitting eight of his nine foul
shots.
“We just didn’t get it going at the right time,”
Smith said after the loss. “We relaxed and weren’t
playing our best. They’re a tough team. We just
need to learn how to play hard the whole game,
and we’ll be able to take it.”
USU lead 32-31 after one half of basketball
but suffered from an offensive drought spanning
nearly seven minutes in the second half, a fact
that did not escape Morrill.

“I thought it was a good game for about the
first 30 minutes,” Morrill said. “We really got
in trouble with consistency. We hit a spell of
about six or seven minutes where we played
really poorly on both ends of the floor. We
turned it over, and we couldn’t rebound. That
period was the difference in the game, and
that’s unfortunate.”
In that span, the Cougars outscored the
home team 14-1 to take a 58-48 lead, which
they held the remainder of the game.
“It’s a tough loss. We always want to beat
BYU,” said sophomore wing Jalen Moore.
“For about seven minutes or so we weren’t
rebounding. We weren’t playing very good
defense, and we couldn’t get anything to fall.”
Junior guard Darius Perkins contributed a
career-best 21 points on eight-of-12 shooting,
scoring several baskets late to cut BYU’s lead to
single digits. The Cougars hit all 14 of their foul
shots in the final 1:32 to earn their first victory in
the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum since Jan. 8, 2000.
The game drew a sellout crowd of 10,270 and
was BYU’s first trip to Logan since they fell to
USU 69-62 in 2011.

Known for being a hostile environment, the
Spectrum grew in intensity early in the second
half after sophomore guard JoJo McGlaston
chased down and fouled Haws on a breakaway
basket. Haws responded immediately by springing up and confronting McGlaston on the baseline, directly in front of the heart of the Aggie
student section. Both players were issued techni-

cal fouls.
“He’s a great player,” Smith said. “He really
knows how to get guys in foul trouble.”
Haws finished the night with a game high 35
points on 10-of-19 shooting, missing only one of
his 13 free throw attempts.
See BYU, Page 5

The Spectrum: Vigil wins MW accolades
What it’s like
against BYU

Utah State basketball lost to BYU on Tuesday, but there
are still some positives that can be taken from the game.
The team never quit. Aggie Nation stood strong until the
final whistle, and that’s all we can ask for.
As a Massachusetts native with no connection to the state
of Utah, it’s not uncommon for people to ask me, “Why did
you choose Utah State?” The passion and pride Aggies take
in attending Utah State
was above all other universities.
Joe Baraiolo
That passion was on display on Monday night of
Dead Week when over
1,000 students camped
out at the Wayne Estes
The
Center to get into the
Spectrum an hour early for
Patriot
the game. The student secway
tion had a strong presence
from the start of the game.
The I Believe Chant was
the best I’ve ever seen, and
I had already lost my voice
less than five minutes into
the game.
The excitement in the
student section didn’t go
down from there; Aggie fans were in full force from tip-off to
the final buzzer. One thing that makes this rivalry so great is
that Utah State fans hate BYU. I mean they really, really hate
them. There’s something about a fan base that will throw
trash at referees and then call other schools “classless” that
just makes them so easy to hate.
Fans brought signs that ranged from “BY-EW” to “Share a
Coke with Max” — so classless — along with other chants to
make fun of the Cougars. Overall, the turnout for the game
was amazing. Every seat in the Spectrum was filled, and everybody was on their feet until the game ended.
The enthusiasm of the fans wasn’t just because of the
opponent. The student section has really made a huge
turnaround this year compared to recent years. The seats
have been nearly full for the last two home games against
Weber State and Santa Clara. It’s this type of support that
gives Utah State such a great home-court advantage, and
will help them compete in a tough conference.
I encourage all Aggie fans to keep the attendance and enthusiasm alive for the rest of the season to show the nation
that this is the best student section in the country.
— Joe Baraiolo is a junior at Utah State majoring in marketing. He enjoys football soccer and all Boston sports. You can
contact him on Twitter @joefish2 or via email joebaraiolo@
gmail.com.

Kylee Larsen photo
ZACH VIGIL TAKES DOWN Colorado State quarterback Garrett Grayson for a sack.Vigil was honored
Tuesday by the Mountain West for what he has done in his senior season.

4By Kalen Taylor
sports editor

Senior linebacker Zach Vigil was named the Mountain West Defensive Player of the Year on Tuesday.
“He’s the most dominant defensive player in the
league, and I don’t think it’s even close,” said Utah
State head coach Matt Wells. “That’s a bias but no
knock on any other linebacker.”
Vigil is the ninth player in school history and the
first since 1998 to earn conference defensive playerof-the-year honors. He is the 11th player in school history to earn conference player of the year accolades.
“I’m just enjoying the moment,” Vigil said before
the season began. “I’ve had a wonderful time here
playing in a lot of big games, and I’ve had a lot of fun
doing it. I’ve been a part of the transition for Utah
State. I’m just soaking it in.”
From Clearfield, Utah, Vigil played in every game
for the Aggies this season. He ranks first in the Mountain West and tied for 12th in the nation in tackles for
loss with 19.5.
“He knows the defense as well as anyone in the
building,” Wells said. “He’s done a great job but has
done that the last two years. He’s just taken another
step in the right direction. That’s why you’re seeing

more tackles and more TFLs (tackles for loss).”
His 145 total tackles places him first on the team
and second in the MW. Vigil is tied for first on the
team with 9 sacks. He also ranks second on the team
with five quarterback hurries.
“To see him come and shed blocks,” Wells said.
“Whether it’s a tight-end out of the backfield or an
uncovered guard, from the time he collides and sheds
to finish the tackle, I see a different cat. I really do
think he has taken another step mentally.”
Vigil has made plays all over the field this season
with three pass breakups, one forced fumble and one
interception, which he returned 35 yards for a touchdown. Playing against Air Force earlier this season,
he recorded a career-high 22 tackles, which is tied for
the most in a game at the FBS level of football this
season.
“This kid has just gone up from the beginning of
the season,” Wells said. “He was second-team allWAC as a sophomore, second-team all-Mountain
West last year. To me he’s played himself into an NFL
draft pick and into being the Defensive Player of the
Year.”

— kalen.s.taylor@aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @kalen_taylor

Sports
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Reindeer
From Page 3
entity, said Lora Meerdo, who is in
charge of fundraising. When it became non-profit, the zoo went in a
new direction, she said.
“With new projects like our building — and you’ll see a lot of new
projects next summer too — you’ll
see a lot of us out in the community
fundraising and trying to grow the
zoo,” Meerdo said.
Since the change in management,
zoo employees have worked to improve the animals’ nutrition and
habitats, add more animals to its
collection and add various landscaping projects to their lists of improvements.
“The last two years it’s just grown
by leaps and bounds,” Tew said. “We
just finished our gift shop, and that’s
kind of a cool story in itself because
we are doing it as a consignment
shop.”
The gift shop opened the first day
of the reindeer trek. Instead of offering traditional souvenir-like zoo
merchandise, Tew said the shop sells
animal-themed crafts made by local
artisans.

Retail
From Page 3
you” shines like a beacon of
hope toward humanity in the fog
of a stressful shift.
Another tip is to shop early
and not to blame a retail associate if you procrastinated. Prices
change. Things sell out. It may
be stressful to come up with
the perfect idea of remote-controlled underpants for your boyfriend and find out that nowhere
has them in stock, but don’t take
your frustration out on store employees.
To make things easier all
around, please read the sales.

Air

From Page 1
compare that nationally, we’re in the
top five.”
He said in 2011, a USU graduate student and associate research
professor Randy Martin studied the
emissions produced by CVTD buses
and found that a bus provides the
same amount of pollution as one
average automobile.
“If you can get more than one
person on a bus at one time, you’re
having a positive effect on air quality,” Park said.

“It’s going to be really neat,” Tew
said. “You are going to be supporting the zoo by buying here, but you
are also going to be supporting your
neighbor and keeping the money
in the local economy rather than
sending it to Arkansas if you go to
Walmart or sending it to China if
you buy somewhere else. So that’s
something that we’re really proud
of.”
The trek serves as a fundraiser to
bring in visitors, help maintain the
zoo and feed the animals during the
winter months when the park is normally closed.
“It is closed for a lot of the winter
because a lot of the animals can’t be
on display because of the cold weather right now, like a lot of the turtles,”
Hansen said.
Meerdo said summer is a popular
time for visitors, not just for families
and kids to visit, but also for teenagers and college students.
“It’s great for date night,” Meerdo
said. “We get a lot of couples in the
summer time that come out for date
night and hang out in the zoo, which
you wouldn’t really expect. You’d expect more families, but we always get
a lot of people. So it’s a nice, cheap
date.”
Spring, summer and fall are other
popular times for education pro-

grams of school and home-school
groups who come to the zoo to learn,
Tew said, as well as for outreach programs visiting to schools to teach.
“We do a little program with
some of the education animals that
we usually don’t get out for other
people,” Tew said. “They’re not on
display, and so they’re new to these
kids when they come and see these
animals, and we talk about their
habitat or terrains or whatever it is
for the age group that we’re working
with.” Some of the animals in the education program include a couple of
owls and a cockatoo, Tew said.
“They do a lot of fun education
stuff for the community,” Hansen
said.”You can actually meet and interact with some of the animals and
learn specifically about the animals.”
Tew said the zoo will be hosting
other events throughout the year,
including a Starry Night in January,
a Valentine’s dinner in February and
a concert series collaboration with
Utah State University music students
in April.
“It’s so nice to have this,” Meerdo
said, “It’s really just a gem — this
tiny, little zoo that so many people
don’t know about. It’s just a really
fun place here.”

Read them backward. Read
them forward. Read the fine
print. Read the dates. Read,
read, read. Even though it’s entirely possible for an employee
to mess up a sale price, it’s amazing how many customers blame
us because they misinterpreted a
sign. When in doubt, ask someone on the floor about details
and restrictions. They’d prefer
you know what to expect now,
rather than listen to you yell at
the front counter cashier about it
15 minutes from now.
Now that we’re on the subject of sales, avoid acting like the
world owes you the items on the
shelves. Sure, being able to buy
a widescreen TV that bakes you
pizzas and gives you massages
for only $200 is awesome. Just

don’t act like the world owes you
this TV, even if it’s sold out, the
sale price goes up or if you take
the TV home and it only bakes
pizza with anchovies.
Believe it or not, consumerism
is causing us to miss the mark of
what this time of year is about.
It’s a time where many people
spend time with friends and family, get in touch with their faiths
and enjoy the rewarding feeling
of giving to others. Crazy, right?

He said he hopes students form
habits of using alternative transportation, which would affect future
generations.
Emily Malik, Logan City conservation coordinator, said one thing
the city has been implementing is
an idling ordinance to reduce excess
emissions from cars.
“It’s meant to be used as an education opportunity,” Malik said. “If
an officer approaches someone, they
receive three warnings before getting a ticket.”
Emissions can also be caused
by burning wood in fireplaces.
Christensen said Utah’s governor
recently called for commentary on

the possibility of a ban on wood
fires.
According to Utah Clean Air
(UCAIR), one fireplace can emit as
much particulate pollution as 90
SUVs.
Lutz said a club within his major
will conduct a cost-benefit analysis
in 2014 to measure costs, such as
emissions testing, and compare it
with benefits, such as a potentially
reduced number of bad air quality
days.
“It’s still in early stages,” Lutz said.
“It’ll be hard to tell at first because
of yearly fluctuations, but after a few
years, we’ll have more to base it on.”
— m.noble@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Harris nominated

— lormialor@gmail.com

— Whitney Howard is a sophomore at Utah State University,
majoring in English. By day, she
sells books and coffee. By night,
she is a teenage pop star from
Canada. Contact her at whitney.
howard@aggiemail.usu.edu.

BYU

From Page 4
“We have to get more

Kylee Larsen photo
SEAN HARRIS looks to make a move against BYU Tuesday night.
Earlier Tuesday Harris was nominated for the National Assosciation of
Basketball Coaches Good Works team. The NABC spotlights players for
their off-the-court good works and service to others that often goes
unnoticed and unrewarded.

Hack
From Page 2
did not make any specific threat, it was
aggressively anti-Semetic. It also read,
“As you continue to push for full domination and control of our lives, we will
fight back.”
The message ended with
#OpGovEngaged. At the bottom of
the page, an icon was linked to the
hacker group’s Twitter page, @
AnonGhostTeam.
Johnson said there’s not much they
can tell about the organization from the
hack.
“We need to look at their actions,” he
said. “What they say can be misleading,
so we need to look at what their actions
are accomplishing.”
Johnson said the hack’s characteristics are typical of hostile governments.

consistent if we’re going
to stay in games with that
caliber of a team,” Morrill
said. “Hopefully we’ll keep
our heads up. That was
the main thing we talked

“Their tools are well-refined and polished,” he said.
Johnson estimates the group has
been together for two or three years,
but it could be as much as 10.
Washington University and
Columbia University were hacked last
week by the same group. Washington’s
affected websites are currently disabled,
but Columbia’s have been restored.
“The way to avoid this in the future
is to more aggressively monitor our
content,” Johnson said. “We have that
monitoring for the main campus website, but it’s sites run by individuals —
students, faculty, researchers — that are
being targeted. ... This is going to keep
happening as long as we are a research
institution.”
USU IT will be monitoring university
webpages more closely, and better measures can be taken to prevent security
breaches as they learn how the hacker
accessed the system.
—brennakelly818@gmail.com

about tonight. It doesn’t
do us any good to keep our
heads down. Let’s just try
and get better.”
The Aggies are back in
action Sunday in Los An-

geles against USC at 3 p.m.
MT.

— logantjones@
aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @logantj
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Opinions
Reconsider your use of the term ‘terrorism’
News
editor

ourgirls trend.
Still, in a New York Times
article entitled “Explaining
Boko Haram, Nigeria’s Islamist Insurgency,” there is only
one mention of the word terrorist, and it is in reference to
Al-Qaeda. Instead, the Boko
Haram is commonly referred
to as an Islamic extremist
group.
There is terrorism in Colombia as the Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) rebels kidnapped
a Colombian general. Yet in
an article from the Washington Post entitled “Colombia
peace talks frozen after general’s kidnapping,” the word
terrorism is never used.
I understand that in some
instances, like in Colombia,
these are rebels fighting the
current government, which is
not a novice idea throughout

• All letters may be shortened, edited or rejected
for reasons of good taste,
redundancy or volume of
similar letters.
• 
No anonymous letters
will be published. Writers
must sign all letters and
include a phone number or e-mail address as
well as a student iden-

history and literature. However, by definition, their acts are
terrorism.
Hamas, which took control
of the Gaza Strip via a military
coup, is frequently referred to
as a terrorist group. In American media, Palestinians are
widely considered terrorists,
yet they are living in an openair prison which was, 100
years ago, their own country.
In an article from CNN
about the recent shootings in
an Israeli synagogue, it refers
to the two Palestinian shooters as terrorists or calls
their actions
terrorism 10
times. They
aren’t rebels
and they aren’t Islamic
extremists.
They
are
never
referred to as
young men
born
into
poverty and a shattered infrastructure.
Absolutely, their acts were
terrorism; they used violence
to achieve a political goal. But
so are Boko Haram, who kidnapped hundreds of school
girls to protest Western education. So are the FARC rebels, who kidnapped a political
figure to protest the current

tification number (none
of which is published).
Letters will not be printed
without this verification.
• 
Letters can be hand
delivered or mailed to
The Statesman in the
TSC, Room 311, or can
be emailed to:
statesmaneditor@
aggiemail.usu.edu.

“

news editor

ists.
But it seems easy for media
to break out the terrorist card
for Arab and Islamic extremists rather than acknowledging that these are individuals
acting out of their own mistaken ideas.
Whenever there is a shooting in this country, that shooter is labeled as “crazy” or
“deranged” or even given
sympathy and called “troubled.” In Middle Eastern countries, those people bombing
and killing are simply outliers
of the population.
T h e
term
terrorism has
a negative
connotation,
which
immediately instills fear. My
point? Either
retire
the
term completely or use it fairly, regardless of the area of the world
being to which it refers.
Either way, peppering such
a strong term with such bias
needs to stop.

Either retire the term completely or use it
fairly, regardless of the area of the world
to which it refers.
it was his own missiles that
killed more than 2,100 Palestinians this summer.
Personally, I feel if it’s between the group living on the
side of the wall lavishly or the
side where 36 percent of the
population is impoverished
and can’t cross the wall, then
the oppressive first side is the
one that contains the terror-

”

— Jeffrey Dahdah is a junior
majoring in journalism. Send
comments to dahdahjm@
gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WINTER BREAK WORK
$16 Base/ Per Appt | Flexible Schedules | (435) 227-0860
www.WinterBreakWork.com | acutabovetherest3@gmail.com |
Email loganutvectorhr@gmail.com

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
AFTON APARTMENTS - $1300.00. MALE
CONTRACT AVAILABLE! Private bedroom & bath
@ 564 E 400 N, Logan, UT. Missions Realty Inc (435) 994-0075.

STORAGE
Moving? Need more space? Don’t haul your things
home. Storage units starting at $25 per month. Visit www.
CacheValleyStorage.com or call South Cache Storage
435-755-5052
medical alert monitoring.
For a limited time, get free
equipment, no activation
fees, no commitment, a 2nd
waterproof alert button for
free and more - only $29.95
per month. 800-394-1597
Safe Step Walk-In Tub
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom
falls can be fatal. Approved
by Arthritis Foundation.
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than
4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door.
Anti-Slip Floors. American
Made. Installation Included.
Call 800-682-1403 for $750
Off.
Miscellaneous
Wrap up your Holiday
Shopping with 100 percent
guaranteed,
delivered?tothe-door Omaha Steaks!
		
SAVE 67 PERCENT PLUS 4
FREE Burgers - Many Gourmet Favorites ONLY $49.99.
ORDER Today 1-800-8119127 Use code 48829ZVH
or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
fvmb43

Jeffrey Dahdah

Opinions on this page (columns, letters) unless otherwise
identified are not from Utah
Statesman staff, but from a
wide variety of members of the
campus community who have
strong opinions, just like you.
This is an open forum. Want to
write something? Contact:
		
statesmaneditor@
		
aggiemail.usu.edu.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Building Material
METAL ROOF/WALL
Panels, Pre-engineered Metal Buildings. Mill prices for
sheeting coil are at a 4 year
low. You get the savings. 17
Colors prime material, cut
to your exact length. CO
Building Systems 1-800-COBLDGS (ucan)2of5
Financial & Tax Services
BANKRUPTCY ON
A $350 BUDGET: Chapter
7 Bankruptcy, $350. Credit
Repair only $200. Stop Garnishments and Harassing
Credit Card Calls. We cater
to your Needs to Rebuild
Your Credit! 801-446-8216.
AspireCreditSolutions.com
(ucan)4of4
Sell your structured settlement or annuity payments
for CASH NOW. You don’t
have to wait for your future
payments any longer! Call
1-800-681-3252
Health & Nutrition
Medical Guardian - Top-rated medical alarm and 24/7

government. So are members
of the Mexican drug cartel
who frequently and violently
suppress any opposing voice
about them.
So what is the common
denominator? The term “terrorism” is almost exclusively
used in American media to describe Arabs. It carries a heavy
connotation in this country,
which is still scarred by 9/11.
Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s prime minister, frequently
exploits this term when talking
about Palestinians. However,

The staff

Jeffrey Dahdah

The page

Letters to
the editor

Terrorism: The use of violent acts to frighten people in
an area as a way of trying to
achieve a political goal.
That is Merriam-Webster’s
definition of terrorism. Notice
how this makes no mention of
race or geographic area.
American media are quick
to pull the “terrorist” label on
Middle Eastern people and
conservative in doing so with
any other type of person.
Don’t get me wrong, there
are many acts of terror happening in the Middle East. ISIS
is one of the worst organizations in the world. Extremists
in Lebanon and Yemen take
political opinions into their
own violent hands. However,
acts of terror happen in other
places as well.
Look at the cartel in Mexico. By Merriam-Webster’s
definition, they are a terrorist
organization. They use scare
tactics and violence to silence
government and media.
Yet in an article from “The
Daily Beast” about a woman
who was killed by the cartel
for reporting about them on
Twitter, nowhere is the violent
scare tactic called terrorism.
There is terrorism in Africa
with Boko Haram or, for those
of you social media users, the
people responsible for abducting schoolgirls in Nigeria,
sparking the brief #bringback-

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY BENEFITS.
Unable to work? Denied benefits? We Can Help! WIN
or Pay Nothing! Contact
Bill Gordon & Associates at
1-800-871-7805 to start your
application today!
Get The Big Deal from
DirecTV! Act Now- $19.99/
mo. Free 3-Months of HBO,
starz, SHOWTIME & CINEMAX FREE GENIE HD/
DVR Upgrade! 2014 NFL
Sunday Ticket Included
with Select Packages. New
Customers Only IV Support
Holdings LLC- An authorized DirecTV Dealer Some
exclusions apply - Call for
details 1-800-410-4728
Dish TV Retailer
-SAVE! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months.)
FREE Premium Movie
Channels. FREE Equipment,
Installation & Activation.
CALL, COMPARE LOCAL
DEALS! 1-800-611-1081

OLD ROCK CHURCH. WEDDING
IN 2015? Come see us and plan your
special Wedding, Luncheon &/or
Reception. Visit oldrockchurch.com or
call (435) 752-3432.

The BackBurner
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Calendar
Thursday, Dec. 4

High: 49 | Low : 35 | Shower s

•

Senior Violin Recital: An Jeanette Leishman |
St. John’s Episcopal Church | Free, 5:30 p.m.
• Building Healthy Relationships | Child & Family
Support Center | $10, 5:30 p.m.
• Wintersongs | St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church | Free, 6 p.m.
• A Christmas Carol | Sky View High School Auditorium | $10-$12, $10 in advance / $12 at the door,
7:30 p.m.

• Ah, Wilderness | Caine Lyric Theatre | $0$13, 7:30 p.m.
• Wintersongs | St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church | Free, 8 p.m.
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day

Friday, Dec. 5

High: 52 | Low : 36 | Par tl y cloudy
•
Polar Express Party | Whittier Community

Center | $5, 7 p.m.
• Starry Night - Alpha Tau Omega Concert |
Chase Fine Arts Center at USU | $10-$12, 7
p.m.
• Christmas from the Ellen Eccles Theatre | Ellen
Eccles Theatre | $12-$20, 7:30 p.m.
• A Christmas Carol | Sky View High School Auditorium | $10-$12, $10 in advance / $12 at the door,
7:30 p.m.

• Ah, Wilderness | Caine Lyric Theatre | $0$13, 7:30 p.m.
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free, All Day

Saturday, Dec. 6

High: 49 | Low : 34 | Par tl y cloudy

• Willow Park Zoo Reindeer Trek | Willow Park
Zoo | $2.50-$4. $2.50 kids, $4 adults, 12 p.m.
• Tabernacle Christmas Concert | Logan Tabernacle | Free, 12 p.m.
• Winter Wreath Workshop | Stokes Nature
Center | $20-$25 | 1 p.m.
• Live Music by Che Zuro | Caffe Ibis | Free, 1
p.m.

This issue dedicated to:

• A Christmas Carol | Sky View High School Auditorium | $10-$12, $10 in advance / $12 at the door,
1:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m.

• Christmas from the Ellen Eccles Theatre | Ellen
Eccles Theatre | $12-$20, 2 p.m., 7:30 p.m.
• Utah State Women’s Basketball vs. Westminister | Dee Glen Smith Spectrum | $1-$5, 2
p.m.
• Ah, Wilderness | Caine Lyric Theatre | $0$13, 2 p.m., 7:30 p.m.
• Josiah Cordes Fall Recital | Chase Fine Arts
Center, Room 214 | Free, 7 p.m.
• Winter Wonderland | George S. Eccles Ice
Center | Free, 7 p.m.
• Starry Night | Chase Fine Arts Center at USU
| $10-$12, 7 p.m.
• Exhibitions ‘Black Mountain College: Shaping
Craft + Design’ and ‘Relational Forms’ | Nora
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art | Free; Suggested $3 donation per person, All Day

Sunday, Dec. 7

High: 49 | Low : 32 | Par tl y cloudy
•
Live Music by Scotty Haze | Caffe Ibis |
Free, 2 p.m.
• Museum + Music: - ‘Crafting Silence - The
Music of John Cage’ | Nora Eccles Harrison
Museum of Art | Free, 3 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 8

High: 50 | Low : 33 | Par tl y Cloudy
•

A Christmas Carol | Sky View High School
Auditorium | $10-$12, 1:30 p.m

Maryn Christensen | sophomore
| human movement science |
Eagle, Idaho

